MODERNIZING IBM MASTER DATA MANAGEMENT:

A PRACTICAL PATH FORWARD

For many organizations, IBM InfoSphere Master Data Management has served as the foundation for trusted enterprise
data for years. As business demands evolve, organizations are looking for ways to modernize their MDM environment
without disrupting existing operations or taking on unnecessary migration risk.

IBM’'s modernization approach provides a practical path that allows organizations to preserve their current

investment, while building the next generation of master data services. Rather than forcing a complete replacement,
organizations can modernize at a pace that aligns with their business priorities and corporate risk profile.

Modernize Without Disrupting Your Business

One of the most significant advantages of IBM's

modernization strategy is the ability to maintain existing = Run existing and new MDM in parallel.

IBM MDM Standard or Advanced Edition entitlements = Modernize and expand domains over time.

while simultaneously deploying modern, containerized = Reduce licensing complexity during the transition.
MDM as part of the IBM Software Hub Platform. = Minimize operational and project risk with
Migrate 70-80% of current MDM assets automatically, automated migration processes.

and keep existing APIs available via a compatibility = Implement new services with nearzero downtime
proxy, leaving source and consumer system for minimal service interruption.

connections unchanged.

Intelligent Mastering & Al-ready Data

Probabilistic, deterministic and rules-based matching with ML tuning increases match accuracy, reducing the manual
data stewardship effort your team carries today. Master data becomes the ground truth for Al, connecting seamlessly
to your Al tools or through the built-in MCP server, without a separate integration project. Graph exploration and
operational dashboards make trusted data easy to find and use.

Licensing Advantages

IBM's modernization approach also introduces practical operational benefits, including:

Dual entitlements to MDM SE/AE and new MDM on IBM Software Hub

Subscription licensing that includes a Neo4j graph database, non-production and high-availability environments.
Simplified procurement through existing IBM product relationships.

Access to additional governance and ML capabilities to improve compliance, consistency, and decision-making.
These advantages make modernization more cost-effective from both an operational and licensing perspective.
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Move Beyond Single-Domain MDM

Many organizations began their MDM journey with a single data domain. Today's digital initiatives require trusted data
across the entire enterprise. IBM MDM is a full-featured multi-domain, multi-entity, no/low-code Ul solution with
advanced record matching capabilities and relationship/hierarchy management. IBM's modern platform supports a
multi-domain approach to help eliminate data silos while providing a more complete, connected view of enterprise
information.

Governance and Data Protection at Scale

Modern master data management extends beyond creating a trusted golden record. Governance, security and
compliance have become equally important. By implementing IBM MDM on-cloud or on-premise as part of the IBM
Software Hub Platform, you can activate governance and data protection capabilities with built-in audit, history, and
lineage using a centralized management interface — no redeployment required.
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These capabilities help organizations improve trust in their data while supporting increasingly complex regulatory
requirements.

Discover Relationships Traditional MDM Can't See

Modern data ecosystems contain increasingly complex relationships between people, organizations, assets, suppliers
and business entities. IBM's graph-powered capabilities help uncover relationships that traditional matching
techniques may overlook, including:
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Reduce Maintenance, Upgrade and Technical Debt Costs

With IBM MDM as a single containerized platform, you reduce the number of systems to monitor, upgrade and patch,
as well as the need to plan and budget for disruptive upgrade projects. The modernized MDM platform allows you to
apply updates without replatforming, and reduces infrastructure technical debt.
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Where Should You Start?

Every IBM MDM environment is different. Some organizations are ready to modernize immediately, while others benefit
from a phased roadmap aligned with business priorities and existing investments. Additionally, some MDM
deployments include separate MDM instances. Modernization provides a perfect opportunity to align enterprise
initiatives by consolidating MDM hub architectures so that relationships across domains are detected and instantiated.

The first step is understanding your current environment, identifying modernization opportunities and developing a
practical migration strategy that minimizes risk while maximizing long-term value.
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4. MODERNIZE &
CONSOLIDATE

Modernize MDM on
IBM Software Hub with
unified hubs and
cross-domain
relationship insights.
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5. REALIZE
LONG-TERM VALUE

Deliver trusted data,
improve governance,
reduce risk, and unlock
Al-ready insights
across the enterprise.

INTERESTED IN EXPLORING YOUR MODERNIZATION OPTIONS?

At IMT, we help organizations evaluate their BM MDM environments, develop
modernization roadmaps and implement enterprise MDM solutions that
support trusted data, governance and Al-ready architectures.

Ready to take the next step? Contact IMT to discuss your
IBM MDM modernization options.




